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Dreams and determination. That is what it takes.

Whether one is struggling to acquire the language skills needed to succeed in this community, or to acquire and retain 

a safe place to call home, both dreams and determination are needed.

Read the stories from the program reports, and you see how the success of our residents and students depends in a large

part on their dreams and determination. Begeh’s story – and Brunette’s story are real and true – and they represent so

many stories we see in our programs here every day.

Dreams and determination are also what is needed for a modest non–profit like Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries to 

succeed. We face the challenges of the inner–city with dreams. Board, staff – and volunteers together — we dream of

these opportunities for the people we serve — and for ourselves. We dream of a welcoming community, where all people

are equipped with the skills they need to lead productive lives, and where homelessness is no longer an accepted part of

life in the city.

Some of our dreams include program expansion. We can envision newer and better ways to offer opportunities to our

community. Other dreams include the expansion of our communications. We can envision utilizing the growth in 

technology to tell the story of our efforts to wider audiences. 

But all dreams are merely visions unless they are then grounded in the determination to work hard. As our students and

our residents work hard to make their dreams come true, we find ourselves in awe of their determination. Their absolute

dedication to achieve the goals they have set for themselves. In truth, their determination is inspiring. It is what keeps the

rest of us focused on living out the mission of Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries.

We are pleased to give you an account of our progress in this Annual Report. All 

we do is thanks to the shared efforts, energy, and financial support of many friends. 

We thank you, and invite you to continue to work with us as we reach out with 

determination to offer the opportunity for people to achieve their dreams.

Sandra J. Aslaksen F. David Richter

Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors
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Cal & Berdell Eastlund
Constance Hanson
George & Mary Nemanich

Jeremy Jindra 

Dennis & Cynthia Jindra

Caroline Lally 

Jogues Epple

Vincent Larson 

Shirley Larson

Linton Levin 

Jane Levin

Mavis Mullen 

Catherine Hegg

Al Nelson 

Wayne & Jocelyn Palmer

Hildred Norman 

Franklin Norman

Mark Olson 

Elaine Olson

Charles Parsons 

Grace Parsons

Duane & Ethel Perry 

Alan & Kristina Perry

Florence Preus

John & Raita Neely
Merlyn & Arline Satrom
Lucy Selander
Marie Svang
Joe Wangerin & 

Catherine Preus

Patricia Thoni 

Lee Thoni

David Untener 

Frederick & Joan Budde

Donn & Bob Utecht 

Alan & Kristina Perry

Trisha Wilson 

David & Paula Svendahl

Glenn Yonker 

Martha Yonker

In Honor of...

Char Donahue

Mark & Janice Bornhoft

Judy Halverson 

Joe Wangerin & 
Catherine Preus

Robert M. Hewes 

Orval & Helen Westby 

Joe Hutch

Laura Robbins Larsen

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrenz Knowles 

Karen Wagenheim

David & Kathy Larson

Michael Bischoff

Hans & Nancy Lee

Jack & Shar Hauer

Kenneth & Valerie Oulman’s 

50th wedding anniversary

James & Delores Hogan
Kenneth & Valerie Oulman

Joe Wangerin & Catherine Preus 

Jonathan & Mary Preus

Catherine Webster

Martin & Jean Roessler
Loren Sinning & Peg Roessler
Viola Warner

Orval & Helen Westby’s 

60th wedding anniversary

Carl & Elaine Westby
Orval & Helen Westby

Acorn Foundation
Allianz Life Insurance
Bieber Family Foundation
Boston Scientific Corporation Foundation
Burdick–Craddick Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
Carol Pettitt Communications
Casey Albert T. O’Neil Foundation
Charity, Inc.
Community Shares of Minnesota
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – 

Domestic Hunger Grant

Frederick O. Watson Foundation
Gannett Foundation (KARE–11)
Gilligan Foundation
Grotto Foundation
H.E. and Helen Warren Family Foundation
Hallmark Insights
Johnson Controls
Kopp Family Foundation
Malt O. Meal Foundation
Marbrook Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Marnie Mellberg & Associates
Nash Foundation
Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless
Opus Northwest LLC
Otto Bremer Foundation

RBC Dain Rauscher
Richard A. Newman Foundation
Saunders Family Foundation
Sexton Foundation
Sheldon V. & Carroll C. Brooks Foundation
Sponberg Foundation
Steven Leuthold Family Foundation
Target Foundation
TCF Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation
WCA Foundation
Westwood Lutheran Memorial Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation
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72

Honorary Gifts

We do our best to keep complete and accurate records of all donations. If we have inadvertently omitted your name, or recorded 

it incorrectly, please accept our most sincere apologies. We also invite you to contact us so we might correct the error.
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Board of Directors, 
April 2007 to March 2008

Anthony Armstrong*

Rolf A. Giere

Joe Green

Wendi Harmsen

Barb Hebel

Michael Kuchta*

the Rev. Hans Lee

Tom Mulhere

George N. Nelson, Jr.

Solveig Nilsen*

Dave Richter
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Dr. Caroline A. Roy–Macauley*

Mark W. Smith

Deon Stuthman*

Deb Swenson–Klatt*

Bradley Syverson

Bill Vanderwall

Jana Von Feldt*

*concluded service on the board
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Support and Revenue

*For a complete audited financial statement, please
visit www.osom-mn.org

Expenses

Corporation &
Foundation Grants

$361,008Private
Contributions

$175,056

Government Grants
$461,274

Interest Income
$0

Other Income
$3,540

Rent Income
$20,329

Support and Revenue
Government Grants $ 461,274 45%
Corporation & Foundation Grants $ 361,008 35%
Private Contributions $ 175,056 17%
Rent Income $ 20,329 2%
Other Income $ 3,540         <1%
Interest Income $ 0 <1%

*lumps Individuals, Faith Communities, Charitable Orgs together

Expenses
Our Saviour’s Housing $ 516,239 60%
English Learning Center $ 246,677 28%
General and Administration $ 60,451 7%
Fundraising $ 44,921 5%

Our Saviour’s Housing
$516,239

Fundraising
$44,921

General and
Administration

$60,451

English Learning Center
$246,677

Volunteers
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
Year Ended March 31, 2008

Assets

Cash & Savings $ 22,473
Grants & Pledges Receivable $       268,099
Prepaid Expenses $ 7,782
Property & Equipment $ 217,486
Total Assets $ 515,842

Liabilities & Net Assets

Accounts Payable $        24,468
Accrued Expenses & Other Current Liabilities $ 29,784
Long–term Debt & Other Liabilities $ 208,605
Net Assets $ 252,985
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 515,842

OSH

1,350 volunteers

5,000 hours donated

Over $105,000 donated in meals, time,
and in–kind donations

ELC
115 volunteers

3,800 hours of class instruction donated

Volunteers taught all of the 17 classes
we offer each semester



It can happen to anyone.

That’s what Brunette — a former Transitional Housing

resident – wants people to know about experiencing

homelessness. But if there is one lesson Brunette has

taught those around her, it is this:  

It doesn’t have to define you.  

As Brunette says, “If you have a place to sleep, you are

not homeless.”  

Brunette came to

Our Saviour’s

Housing after being

laid off from her

job. She could no

longer afford her

apartment and had

to leave. But with

the support of her

case manager,

Brunette tapped into

her strong faith and

energy — staying optimistic and making the changes she

needed to build her life again.

Brunette began working a temporary job at a bank. That

job became permanent, and she was promoted to super-

vise eight people. Through the Our Saviour’s Housing

savings program, Brunette saved $1,200 to buy a car and

begin renting an apartment near her sister and her church.

She got a 10–year-old criminal record expunged.  

She kept moving forwards. And she kept on dreaming.

Her dreams took a blow when her employer closed her

department. Brunette was laid off again. But she kept

going. She had always dreamed of owning a cleaning

business — a dream she’d inherited from her mother.

“It doesn’t matter if you have money, but a clean home is

a happy home,” her mother would say.

Today, Brunette is working with a small business program

to develop a business plan, as well as market and expand

her business — which she has named, “At Your Service.”

She plans to market to residential and commercial busi-

nesses, and employ others within two years. She drives a

school bus to maintain financial stability while she builds

her future.

And Brunette doesn’t just keep on dreaming… she puts

feet on her dreams.
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A Journey of DeterminationPutting Feet on Dreams 

Growing up outside of a large

city in Gambia, West Africa,

Begeh (pronounced BEE–geh)

was determined to learn to read.

But her family was so large,

Begeh had to stay home and tend

to domestic chores instead.

Begeh never stopped dreaming

about going to school. “I just

always wanted to read,” she says.

Begeh’s determination has taken

her on a life–long journey of

learning.  As a young girl, she carried books with her every-

where — enlisting the help of friends and relatives to teach

her to read. When she turned 16, Begeh was able to attend 

formal schooling for the first time. Her English studies were

only part–time, but she excelled.

A few years later, as a young wife, Begeh left her country to

join her husband. He had moved to Minnesota earlier to make

a new home for their young family. Begeh arrived in December,

and she had never experienced such cold. Nevertheless, she

persevered and eventually enrolled in English classes at the

English Learning Center. Every cold night, she came to take

English, math and citizenship classes — while still juggling

her duties as a wife and mother of four young children. Her

determination paid off, and in the summer of 2007, Begeh was

naturalized as a U.S. citizen.

Begeh kept on dreaming — and stepping into action. She

wanted to become a nurse. So — just like during her child-

hood — she tapped into the resources she had. Within weeks,

The English Learning Center had located a Pre–Nursing

Program for her. It was competitive, but Begeh passed the

entrance exam, completed her studies and graduated in June

this year.

Begeh’s sights are already set on attending college. She’s not

sure how she will do it, but she is sure she will.

Begeh Dibba

African
62%

Asian 
5%

English Learning Center Program Data

Transitional Housing

58 people served, representing 45 households

55% of residents departed to independent housing
49% of residents participated in a money management program

Transitional Housing Provides:

Men’s house – serves 10 men
Women’s house – serves 6 women
Family house – serves 3 families
Case management services

We provided:

22 English language classes

21 Math classes

9 Computer classes

3 Citizenship classes

Open Computer Lab “free time”

Transportation, referral and advocacy services

Accomplishments:

33% of English students moved to a more

advanced class

27% of Math students moved to a more

advanced class

35% of Computer students moved to a more

advanced class

83% of student surveyed reported an increased

ability to communicate with members of their

community (co-workers, neighbors, child’s

teacher, etc.) in English

3 students became citizens

Student Demographics:

475 immigrant and refugee students from

over 22 countries

Ages – 16–77

Gender – 50% female, 50% male

Latino
33%

Ethnicity

Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries 
2007 Annual Report    

Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries 
2007 Annual Report  

Emergency Shelter

620 people served

24% of residents departed to permanent housing
42% of residents found or maintained employment

The Emergency Shelter Provides:

40 beds each night and 2 meals a day
Case management services
Computer Lab and Employment Resource Center
Laundry, showers, storage and voicemail

Our Saviour’s Housing Program Data

Our Saviour’s Housing Shelter
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21 Math classes

9 Computer classes

3 Citizenship classes

Open Computer Lab “free time”

Transportation, referral and advocacy services

Accomplishments:

33% of English students moved to a more

advanced class

27% of Math students moved to a more

advanced class

35% of Computer students moved to a more

advanced class

83% of student surveyed reported an increased

ability to communicate with members of their

community (co-workers, neighbors, child’s

teacher, etc.) in English

3 students became citizens

Student Demographics:

475 immigrant and refugee students from

over 22 countries

Ages – 16–77

Gender – 50% female, 50% male

Latino
33%

Ethnicity
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Emergency Shelter

620 people served

24% of residents departed to permanent housing
42% of residents found or maintained employment

The Emergency Shelter Provides:

40 beds each night and 2 meals a day
Case management services
Computer Lab and Employment Resource Center
Laundry, showers, storage and voicemail

Our Saviour’s Housing Program Data

Our Saviour’s Housing Shelter



Individual Donors

Anonymous 
Rolf & Viola Aaseng
Rachel Ackland
Christopher & Aimee Adams
Gordon Adams
Ruth Agar
Nancy Wagner Alexander
James & Beverly Almquist
Birgit Anderson
Doug & Nancy Anderson
Jayson & Jocelyn Anderson
Jerome & Ann Anderson
Rachel Anderson
Tal Anderson
Timothy & Christy Anderson
Robert & Linda Andrews
Anthony Armstrong
Stanley & Diane Arndt
Patrick & Jennifer Arneson
T.J. & Ruth Arneson
Sandra Aslaksen
Jeanne Asp
Nathaniel & Carol Aus
Blanche Austin
Richard & Sharon Bachman
Gwenn Baker
Patricia Bass
Dennis & Kathleen Bastian
Karen Beadie
John & Mary Beattie
Geraldine Beckman
Mame Beihoffer
Mary Berntson
Lorna Best
Chris Bezenson
Arvid & Anne Bidne
Michael Bischoff
Allen Blaich
Clyde & Marguerite Blinn
George Bodnia
Mark & Dacia Boeyink
Paul & Susan Bohnsack II
Patricia Bolger
Mrs. David Bond
Harriet Bonick
Russell Booth
Mark & Janice Bornhoft
Mary Borrell
Debra Broderick
Henry Bromelkamp
Carroll Brooks
David & Rebecca Brown
Gladyce Budd
Laida Bunzel
David & Mary Burke
Joanne Carlson
Raymond & Gertrude Carlson
Alan & Ruth Carp
David & Rebecca Carpenter
Winston Cavert & Carol Witte
W.B. & Barbara Chapin Jr.
John & Rose Chell
Donald Christensen & 

Jacqueline Hill
Joan Clausen
Sandra Cleland
John & Heidi Cleppe
Sherman & Evelyn Cole
Roger & Lorraine Conger
Kenneth & Lois Coon
Barbara Copouls
David & Jeanne Cornish
William & Virginia Craig
Donn & Valerie Cunningham
Paul & Patricia Curran
Edward & Diane Curtiss
Richard & Marjorie Dahlager
David & Jane Dahlgren
Zoebon Daidii

Terry & Eleanor Daly
Ella Dammann
Leo & Helen D’Andrea
Leonard & Dorothy Danek
Ruth Davis
Frank & Dorothy De More
John & Rhonda Degelau
Andrew & Marlene Dieterich
David & Catherine Dillon
Terrance Dinovo
Robert & Susan Doerr
David Dudycha & Dorle Vawter
Michael & Ann Duffy
Jerome & Gayle Dustrud
Kathryn Ehlen
Shirley Elavsky
Robert & Laurie Emfield
Joseph & Jo Ann English
Daniel & Corinne Engstrand
Jogues Epple
Arthur & Joyce Erdahl
John & Joyce Erickson
Robert & Alice Evans
Charles & Joyce Evingson
Ruth Fardig
Sheldon & Jane Fewer
Richard Fink & 

Beverly Wexler Fink
Sylvia Fisher
Jonathan Flak & Cheryl Persigehl
William & Kathryn Fredell
Pauli Friedman
Dean & Mineva Fritze
John & Barbara Fullmer
Joanne Gammelin
Renee Garpestad
Dale & Lois Gernbacher
James & Susan Gertmenian
Rolf & Gudrun Giere
Michael & Pamela Gilberg
Roger & Darla Gilbertson
Robert & Roberta Goffeney
Earl & Marilyn Goodman
John & Joan Gordon
Michael & Jody Graese
Charles & Judy Grannes
Bernard & Fern Granum
Michael & Bonnie Graves
Joe Green & Trudi Anderson
Lynn Greenwald
David & Patricia Grimsrud
Derek Groft & Cathy Herfindal
Milo & Charlotte Gronseth
David & Nanette Grube
Robert & Kathy Gustafson
Joseph & Julie Hager
Rosetta Hall
Judith Halverson
Albert & Jean Hamialo
Bryce & Donna Hamilton
Heather Hammond
Michael & Linda Hancher Jr.
Bruce & Mary Hansen
John Hansen
Laurel Hansen
JoAnn Hanson
Todd & Wendi Harmsen
Gloria Hawkinson
John & Jean Hedberg
Jeffrey Hedlund & 

Amy Apperson
Lloyd & Evalyne Heil
David Helgen
Carol Herman
Mildred Hermanson
JR & Eileen Hesch
Richard & Mary Hofstad
Chuck & Heidi Holley
Bradley & Linda Holt

Michael & Christina Huck Family
Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Edna Hunnicutt
Harold & Gail Huwe
Dennis & Cynthia Jindra
Craig Johnson
Esther Johnson
Fred Johnson & 

JoAnn Swick Johnson
James Johnson & 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson
Jay & Kirsten Johnson
John & Alice Johnson
Phyllis Johnson
Twyla Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson
Jerome Jullie & 

Margaret Fischer–Jullie
William & Carol Kaemmerer
James & Kristin Kaiser
Justin & Stephanie Kappel
Barbara Kaster
Eric & Laura Kehrberg
Tim Keller & Virginia Schubert
Stephen Kidner
Lisa Kiesel
Margaret Kinney
Bruce & Gretchen Koehn
Daniel & Harriet Kohen
Erik & Cheryl Kolz
Clayton & Nancy Koss
Stanton & Marjorie Kroon
Michael Kuchta & 

Kathleen Sanders
Bruce Lambrecht
Shirley Larson
John & Lyn Lawyer
David & Dagni Lee
Hans & Nancy Lee
Thomas & Jo Ann Lee
Brian Legried & Carolyn Brue
Brian & Martha Leonard
Barrs & Hollis Lewis
Jack Lewis
Jack & Rhoda Liebo
John & Kristi Lind
Carl & Faith Lindell
Robert & Karen Lindstrom
John Lingen & 

Gerd Pederson-Lingen
Jeffrey Locketz
Thomas & Helen Lockhart
Steven Lomen & Karen Webb
Jennie Lorentson
Warren & Mary Loud
Georgianna Ludcke
Raymond & Lorraine Lundquist
Robert & Beverly Luttio
Gregory MacCallum & 

Helen Stellmaker
Bruce & Jeanne MacGregor
Leslie MacKenzie
Michael Mallory & 

Catherine Gray
Jon Marburger
John & Mary March
Andrew Martinson & 

Alisa Bardo–Martinson
Barry & Sharon Mason
Gale & Mary Matson
Larry & Suzanne Matthews
Robert & Julie Matz
Ralph & Janis Mayer
Jean McFarlane
Daniel & Tomi Jane McLellan
Carole McNeill Bell
Brenda Meier
James & Sharon Meisnitzer
Eleanor Miele

Charles Milam & Deborah Dagle
Jeannette Milgrom
William & Joanne Mohrman
John Moore
Marcus & Marilyn Mork
Lawayne & Larhea Morseth
Tom & Shary Mulhere
John Murphy & Caron Lee
Afulabe Murray
Roy & Arlene Muscatello
Richard & Janet Myers
Ross & Lois Naegele
Gary & Claire Nelson
George & Tamra Nelson Jr.
Gloria Nelson
Helen Nelson
Mary Lou Nelson
Randy & Joy Nelson
Richard & Lisa Nelson
Richard & Joan Niemiec
Solveig Nilsen
William & Delores Nord
Franklin & Hildred Norman
William & Marie Nordquist
Richard Odberg & Susan Doyle
Mark & Rebecca Odland
Doris O’Donnell
Georgia Ogstad
Kathleen Olsen
Dennis Olson
Michele Olson
Steven & Deborah Olson
Phyllis Olthoff
Kenneth & Valerie Oulman
Joseph & Mary Palen
Wayne & Joyce Palmer
Paul & Patricia Pankow
Leonard & Betty Pankuch
Elizabeth Parker
Aneesa Parks
Charles & Grace Parsons
Charles & Patrice Parsons
Earl & Carolyn Paulson
Daniel & Lois Pearson
Bruce & Nancy Pederson
Rita Peller
Lynne Pelos
Alan & Kristina Perry
Ralph & Judith Pesonen
Harvey & Joanne Peterson
James & Diane Peterson
James & Gladys Peterson
Joseph Pitzl & Rebecca Ahmann
Richard & Karen Ploetz
Edward & Peggy Pluimer
Sonya Polson
Frederick & Marlene Porter
June Prange
David Prem
Jonathan & Mary Preus
Paul & Abigail Pribbenow
Albert & Gretchen Quie
Charles Quimby & 

Susan Cushman
Thomas Randall
Marianne Remedios
Tom Renshaw & 

Charlotte Sebastian
Kenneth & Mary Reynhout
Debra Richardson
David & Joan Richter
Susan Roberts
Martin & Jean Roessler
Randall & Diana Romsdahl
Roger & Patricia Rood
Robert & Sally Roscoe
William & Margaret Rosen
Elizabeth Rowe
William & Diane Rowe

Mark & Sonya Rustad
Luverne Rygh
Martin & Sylvia Sabo
John & Susan Sackrison
Eugene & Betty Sailer
Sandra Sandell
Stanton Saterstrom
Albert & Sonia Scheele
Wayne & Anne Schmieg
Owen & Dorothy Schott
Lucy Selander
Eleanor Semingson
Larry & Marge Severson
Frances Shimmin & 

Linda Lokensgard
Alan Sicherman
Karen Simning
John Siverson
Eugene & Margaret Skibbe
Susan Smedberg
Helen Smith
Mark Smith & Susan Olsen
Susanne J. Smith
Susanne K. Smith
Glen & Eileen Soderberg
Arne & Ellen Sovik
Hans & Amy Steege
Daniel & Laura Steen
Arnold Steffes Jr.
James & Janis Stephenson
Charles & Donna Strom
John & Nancy Strom
Mary Strom
Jim Strudell & Amy Hartman
Deon & Judy Stuthman
Marie Svang
Lloyd & Annelotte Svendsbye
Peter Swanson
Mary Swart
Bradley & Carol Syverson
Matthew Tande & 

Andrea Pearson–Tande
William & Joann Tape
Peter Thiel & Maryellen Skan
John & Deborah Thompson
Richard & Rosemary Thoreson
Paul & Joan Thorson
John & Mary Thurow
Mariann Tiblin
Paul Tidemann & 

Janet Ryan Tidemann
Linda Trondson
Michael Troutman & 

Amy Blumenshine
William & Kathleen Vanderwall
Phillip & Rose Vennewitz
Jana Von Feldt
Daniel & Arlene Walker
Diane Wallace–Reid
Joe Wangerin & Catherine Preus
Stephen & Deb Ward
Viola Warner
Steven & Catherine Webster
Gregory Wenz & 

Erin Anderson Wenz
John & Kelly Wheaton
David & Francis Wilke
Griffith & Evelyn Williams
Paul Wogen
Frederick Wolter
Mariel Wolter
Jeanne Worm
Pamela Wurster
Peter & Peggy Yackel
Richard & Carolyn Young
Nathan Yourchuck
Herbert & Deloris Zabel
Bruce & Patricia Zweber
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Support and Revenue

*For a complete audited financial statement, please
visit www.osom-mn.org

Expenses

Corporation &
Foundation Grants

$361,008Private
Contributions

$175,056

Government Grants
$461,274

Interest Income
$0

Other Income
$3,540

Rent Income
$20,329

Support and Revenue
Government Grants $ 461,274 45%
Corporation & Foundation Grants $ 361,008 35%
Private Contributions $ 175,056 17%
Rent Income $ 20,329 2%
Other Income $ 3,540         <1%
Interest Income $ 0 <1%

*lumps Individuals, Faith Communities, Charitable Orgs together

Expenses
Our Saviour’s Housing $ 516,239 60%
English Learning Center $ 246,677 28%
General and Administration $ 60,451 7%
Fundraising $ 44,921 5%

Our Saviour’s Housing
$516,239

Fundraising
$44,921

General and
Administration

$60,451

English Learning Center
$246,677

Volunteers
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
Year Ended March 31, 2008

Assets

Cash & Savings $ 22,473
Grants & Pledges Receivable $       268,099
Prepaid Expenses $ 7,782
Property & Equipment $ 217,486
Total Assets $ 515,842

Liabilities & Net Assets

Accounts Payable $        24,468
Accrued Expenses & Other Current Liabilities $ 29,784
Long–term Debt & Other Liabilities $ 208,605
Net Assets $ 252,985
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 515,842

OSH

1,350 volunteers

5,000 hours donated

Over $105,000 donated in meals, time,
and in–kind donations

ELC
115 volunteers

3,800 hours of class instruction donated

Volunteers taught all of the 17 classes
we offer each semester



Dreams and determination. That is what it takes.

Whether one is struggling to acquire the language skills needed to succeed in this community, or to acquire and retain 

a safe place to call home, both dreams and determination are needed.

Read the stories from the program reports, and you see how the success of our residents and students depends in a large

part on their dreams and determination. Begeh’s story – and Brunette’s story are real and true – and they represent so

many stories we see in our programs here every day.

Dreams and determination are also what is needed for a modest non–profit like Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries to 

succeed. We face the challenges of the inner–city with dreams. Board, staff – and volunteers together — we dream of

these opportunities for the people we serve — and for ourselves. We dream of a welcoming community, where all people

are equipped with the skills they need to lead productive lives, and where homelessness is no longer an accepted part of

life in the city.

Some of our dreams include program expansion. We can envision newer and better ways to offer opportunities to our

community. Other dreams include the expansion of our communications. We can envision utilizing the growth in 

technology to tell the story of our efforts to wider audiences. 

But all dreams are merely visions unless they are then grounded in the determination to work hard. As our students and

our residents work hard to make their dreams come true, we find ourselves in awe of their determination. Their absolute

dedication to achieve the goals they have set for themselves. In truth, their determination is inspiring. It is what keeps the

rest of us focused on living out the mission of Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries.

We are pleased to give you an account of our progress in this Annual Report. All 

we do is thanks to the shared efforts, energy, and financial support of many friends. 

We thank you, and invite you to continue to work with us as we reach out with 

determination to offer the opportunity for people to achieve their dreams.

Sandra J. Aslaksen F. David Richter

Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors

Dear Friends,

In Memory of...

Grace Benson

Cana Lutheran Church

Ronald Blank 

Ray & Susan Johnson

Elizabeth Foster

Edward Foster & 
Laura Tiffany

Mrs. Joan Groettum

Merle & Patti Dargus
Cal & Berdell Eastlund
Constance Hanson
George & Mary Nemanich

Jeremy Jindra 

Dennis & Cynthia Jindra

Caroline Lally 

Jogues Epple

Vincent Larson 

Shirley Larson

Linton Levin 

Jane Levin

Mavis Mullen 

Catherine Hegg

Al Nelson 

Wayne & Jocelyn Palmer

Hildred Norman 

Franklin Norman

Mark Olson 

Elaine Olson

Charles Parsons 

Grace Parsons

Duane & Ethel Perry 

Alan & Kristina Perry

Florence Preus

John & Raita Neely
Merlyn & Arline Satrom
Lucy Selander
Marie Svang
Joe Wangerin & 

Catherine Preus

Patricia Thoni 

Lee Thoni

David Untener 

Frederick & Joan Budde

Donn & Bob Utecht 

Alan & Kristina Perry

Trisha Wilson 

David & Paula Svendahl

Glenn Yonker 

Martha Yonker

In Honor of...

Char Donahue

Mark & Janice Bornhoft

Judy Halverson 

Joe Wangerin & 
Catherine Preus

Robert M. Hewes 

Orval & Helen Westby 

Joe Hutch

Laura Robbins Larsen

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrenz Knowles 

Karen Wagenheim

David & Kathy Larson

Michael Bischoff

Hans & Nancy Lee

Jack & Shar Hauer

Kenneth & Valerie Oulman’s 

50th wedding anniversary

James & Delores Hogan
Kenneth & Valerie Oulman

Joe Wangerin & Catherine Preus 

Jonathan & Mary Preus

Catherine Webster

Martin & Jean Roessler
Loren Sinning & Peg Roessler
Viola Warner

Orval & Helen Westby’s 

60th wedding anniversary

Carl & Elaine Westby
Orval & Helen Westby

Acorn Foundation
Allianz Life Insurance
Bieber Family Foundation
Boston Scientific Corporation Foundation
Burdick–Craddick Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
Carol Pettitt Communications
Casey Albert T. O’Neil Foundation
Charity, Inc.
Community Shares of Minnesota
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – 

Domestic Hunger Grant

Frederick O. Watson Foundation
Gannett Foundation (KARE–11)
Gilligan Foundation
Grotto Foundation
H.E. and Helen Warren Family Foundation
Hallmark Insights
Johnson Controls
Kopp Family Foundation
Malt O. Meal Foundation
Marbrook Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Marnie Mellberg & Associates
Nash Foundation
Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless
Opus Northwest LLC
Otto Bremer Foundation

RBC Dain Rauscher
Richard A. Newman Foundation
Saunders Family Foundation
Sexton Foundation
Sheldon V. & Carroll C. Brooks Foundation
Sponberg Foundation
Steven Leuthold Family Foundation
Target Foundation
TCF Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation
WCA Foundation
Westwood Lutheran Memorial Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

Corporate and Foundation Donors

72

Honorary Gifts

We do our best to keep complete and accurate records of all donations. If we have inadvertently omitted your name, or recorded 

it incorrectly, please accept our most sincere apologies. We also invite you to contact us so we might correct the error.
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Board of Directors, 
April 2007 to March 2008

Anthony Armstrong*

Rolf A. Giere

Joe Green

Wendi Harmsen

Barb Hebel

Michael Kuchta*

the Rev. Hans Lee

Tom Mulhere

George N. Nelson, Jr.

Solveig Nilsen*

Dave Richter

Diane E. Rowe

Dr. Caroline A. Roy–Macauley*

Mark W. Smith

Deon Stuthman*

Deb Swenson–Klatt*

Bradley Syverson

Bill Vanderwall

Jana Von Feldt*

*concluded service on the board
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Cataract Lodge No. 2 of Minnesota
Minnesota Masonic Charities
St. Martin’s Table

Charitable Organization DonorsMatching Gift Donors

Federated Department Stores
Gen Financial Management
ING Corporation
Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Foundation
Macy’s Foundation
May Department Stores
Medtronic Foundation
TCF Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans – Giving Plus
Wells Fargo



Opportunities for Growth

Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries

Adath Jeshurun Congregation, Minnetonka
All Saints Lutheran Church – WELCA, Minnetonka
Atonement Lutheran Church, Bloomington
Bethel Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Bethlehem Capital Appeal Fund
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Calvary Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Christ Church Lutheran Youth Group, Minneapolis
Christiania Lutheran Church – WELCA, Lakeville
Como Park Lutheran Church, St. Paul
Diamond Lake Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Edina Community Lutheran Church, Edina
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waconia
First Lutheran Church, Alexandria
First Lutheran Church, Sauk Center
First Lutheran Church, St. Louis Park
First Lutheran Church – WELCA, St. Louis Park
First Presbyterian Church, White Bear Lake
Fort Snelling Memorial Chapel Foundation
Grace Lutheran Church, Andover
Grace Lutheran Church, Fairmont
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Hawley Lutheran Church, Hawley
Hemnes Lutheran Church, Minneota
Holy Cross Endowment Fund
Holy Cross Lutheran Church – WELCA, Glenwood City, WI
Holy Emmanuel Lutheran Church – Priscilla Guild, Bloomington
Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Minneapolis
Lutheran Church of the Master, Brooklyn Center

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Roseville
Minnesota Valley Lutheran Church – WELCA, Louisburg, MN
Minnetonka Lutheran Church, Minnetonka
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Normandale Lutheran Church, Edina
Oak Grove Lutheran Church, Richfield
Our Redeemers Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Austin
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church – WELCA, Austin
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Minneapolis
Pax Christi Catholic Community
Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Roseville
Roseville Lutheran Church, Roseville
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Afton
Sinsinawa Dominicans Inc., Sinsinawa, WI
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Eden Prairie
St. James Lutheran Church, Crystal
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, Minneapolis
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lakeville
St. John’s Lutheran Church – Community & Neighborhood Committee 

(Bequest of Lewis Konkle), Minneapolis
St. Philip the Deacon Lutheran Church, Plymouth
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Bloomington
Transfiguration Lutheran Church, Bloomington
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lindstrom
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis
Westwood Lutheran Church, St. Louis Park
Zion Lutheran Church, Buffalo

Faith Community Donors
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Mission
Our Saviour’s Outreach Ministries empowers

people through innovative programs that respond

to vital human needs, improve quality of life, and

provide opportunities for growth.
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